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25X11. During the period from 1 August to 30 Scptember 1952, the ‘resenve parachute
25X1 battalion | lwas stationed at & tent encarpment.

about 500 meters_

£. Sérpentele {Q 48/E 09) asouthvest of Székes~
fehdrvdr Al

25X1 ttalion consisted of 4 companies | ]

I |
25X1 | A11 of the orTicers, NCUs end EN of the bettallon wora
25X1 ' green servige color and a met:l Ang 8,35 em.in dismeter, representing -

& pardchifte surfounded by e greén Jougel
upper section of ‘the wreath. This iInsigne, was worn by soldiers swho had mede
at lesst bne parachute Jump, The individua. Jumps were entered in a para-
chute book {Ugrokoenyv) which wes handed out to the owner after his discharge.
The parachute insigri= and parachute book were issued orier to 1 Auougt 1052

southerst o
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yreeth viih.o red Sowict star in the .
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3. The thttailon whigh hed hgen activeled for reservicts wes organiu

édintlothe o

headquerters, the lst Co (rifie), the 2d Co (mechire gun), the 3d Co {(zignal),

and the 4 __‘W(_Zy_g“(heavy weapons). The treining officers end NCOs were protably
éesigded Tc the parachute unit at Székesfehérvdr-Sosto (Q 48/E 09) eirfield.

Source knew that the staff of the b,att.&l%on ingluded the bettalion .commander, . -
his deputy Who sirultsnscusly wes the chief of the 1st Co, 2 politicel officers,

and 1 NCO ecting as clerk. The lst Co (rifle) conecisted of 1 compsny chief,
1 mast: sergeant; 1 clerk, and 3 piatoons with 1 platoon leader each, 4 squadsg
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esch squad had 1 sgued leader, 2 light nechine gun viflemen, 7 rificnen,
and wes equipped with 1 model N 48 7.62-um.light wmichine pun. The #d

Co (mechine gun) wes orgenized like the ls Co bui, instend of the light

machine gun, it was equirped with e rodel 17 48 Meydneitype Voblemm.hesvy
mechine gun. ‘he orgenisetion of the 33 Co (sigmel) wes not known. The
corpeny had & sfrength of rbout 100 men. ‘e 4th Jo {heavy wesrons)
consisted of 1 comyeny chief, 1 mester sergeant, 1 clerk, 1 entitenk
rlatoon with 1 pletoon lender end 3 sgusds: eech squed, eguipped with
en eantitenk gun of cbout €0 mruceliber; end 2 mortsr pletoons, eock uith
1 pldoon leader snd 3 syueds; eech squod equipned with 1 morter of sbout
2C mmeesliber. ifter 30 September 1952, no further treining courses vere

“held by the tettalion. Upon completion of the last course, the tent cenp

wa g diﬁ;}antled«
The battalion was equipped with the following weapons end motor vehicles:
1 Soviet-mede model 48 7.62wrm.rifle

1 Seviet-made wodel 48 T.62~nrm, submrchine gun

1 Sovietemsde model 48 7.62 pistol

a2 gadel 48 7662—ﬁm“1ight rechine guns

12 Yaxim-type model 48 7;62mmn.heavy machine guns

3 AT guns, stout 60 rm, without muzzle btrake, split-treil gun carriege;
AT gung 2)llegedly could be diss'ssenbled inwo 3 parts for parathuting

6 moriars, sbout BC mm,
1 model 48 Vecsey-type gtick hard grenade

1 Soviet-made model L.Z hand grenade

The.

1 Goviel-mede model 1-3 hand grenede, also referced to as "ois" hend prenade

3 1.5-ton wezpon cerriers for towing the LT guns

1 jeep

The EM of the tettalion were equipped with the following elothing znd items

of eguipments

1 linen uniform with e Pilotke~type cep
1 peir of leather.top»toots

1. woollen cost

2 wndarshivts

2 pairs of white puntas

2 pairs of linen foot regs

1 belt

1 uniform belt

-1 infantry spade with ecover 25X1
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1 rucksacic
1 zymupition pocket

1 %.arpz‘;ulin

1 canteen

Y mess kit, Germen type

2 linén cloths

N

covers

3]

towels:

25X1

The body snd ted linem was usshed ty the lavndry of the Lettalion. Tach men
wos lssted 250 grims of soap for-his personz) use.

During treining sctivity, the following fedly duty schedule wes in force:

5 a.me

5 @i L0 7 @ole

T 2l to £130 eare

890 e.n. to 10330 a.m.

10330 a.m. to 11330 a.n.
131:30 aome 1o 1:23C puane
1230 pame t0 4 peme

4 Deite €0 5130 potie
6230 paita %o 6:30 paiis
6130 Pefle %0 7 pome

'f Palle Lo £ pome

& pae to 10 pow,

10 pohe

revaille

morning sport, rreckiest, fatigve duty

march to Székesfehdrvir-Sogto airfield

ethletics; replaced L:, politiesl indoetri-
netion akout 4 times 2 week -

gymnastic exercises

Ginger end off duty

legaons &nd prrachute«folding training

merech back to the cemp
maintenance of squipment
roll call

supper

of £ duty

taps

&z preparstory exercises for parvachuting, the following mrectices were nade

almost every dey:

2, Jumping from a czbin mounted at an e.ltitude'cf 3 weters; Cduring these
preclices, dislecations of the joints ocecesionzlly occurreds

be Jurping into & heep of send from aliitud

nevor heppeneds

es of 3; 4, end 5 nmetevs, eccldents

e

25X1

CONFTD BHTIAL)

Approved For Release 2003/11/21 : CIA-RDP80-00810A004101030007-5



Yo

0.

1.

-

Approved For Release 2003/1 1I21 : CIA-RDP80-00810A004101030007-5
.o 25X1

COHFIL HTI

25X1

differed from the model 42 and model 49 rerachutes only by the srringement
of their herness. lhe Sovietersde subometic end wenuelly opersted peraw
chutes did not differ fron the Hungsrieneride rerachutes, extept thet they
vere egulirped wim?small suvilicry rercchute for CLeryency tEses.

Ihe inducted reservists vere of the 1920 'thrqugh 192¢ clesses, mostly of the
1926 end 1927 clesses. Atoct 70 percent of the treinees esre from the

- Dupsntul, the eres southwest of thé .Lanube River, rertieulerly from the

Souogy (¥ 5/B 33), Tolns. (Y 5/8 10) or (x 48/2 L), kerenya (Y 5/¢ 04), | ol
o5 806 Zule (Y 5/W C0) coupties. . ‘ihe remeining 30 per-
cent come from the Uebrecen, Eudapest (Q 48/E 52} rnd Nyiregyhdza (B 48/X 55)

erees. - &1 the end of the training eourse, the veservists vere inforved that

they would te inducted for 1 or 2 monthe during the following years ond thet
they hed to welte 2 parechute jumps esch tire. During the treining course, '
officers of & superior hesdquarters in Budiyest were exgrected for inspeciion;
however, the oifTicers ¢id not zrrive. No comnection wes okserved tetween the
verachute unit st Székesfehdrvdr virfield end the reserve beitslion. :

'

The nembers of the reserve bettelion received & ration ¢llowence of 30 fiorints

- per dey.. The food wes etundent snd well prepsred. For brealfest, each ierson

received helf ¢ liter of coffee with milk er wocom, 50 grams of tutier, 30 grems
of jem, end £n unlirited queantity of tresd.. Dinuer consisfed of soup, vege~
tetle, 10C to 150 groms of mect, {ruityend cheese, Bupper wes corposed of soup
with meet end fruit. The nonthly rey of & privete swounted ig €0 florints,
Source,who wes inducted zs steff lence corporzl of the reserve received the seme
ey, es well #s en additionsl 50 pen of the battelion. in extre szllovence wes
rold for the jumps mede, such asfgg orints for the first jurp, 25 florints

for the follewing nine Jumps, 30 florints for the elewenth through hundredth jump,
and 100 florints for more then 100 jumps. There ves only one ran in the tettelieon
vho bud teen & pevachute sergeent of the former Hungsrien irzed Force snd hed
made more than 70 jumpe. : : :

Székes;fei'lérv'w{r»f}oaf’w eirfield extended ebout 3 k. from north to south snd 1 to
15 ks from ezst to west. Its northern border wes 2.5 to 3 k. south of Szdkog
fehbrvéy reilrosd stetion. The borders of the ellipse~ghaped fleld ‘were not
varked.l The field eree £nd its surroundings were level and no flight obstace
les were in the vicinity. The railroed line frorm Székesfehérvdr to Lepseny

(¥ 5/0 97) van along the western field Lorder. 4 spur trick could not be obe
served. letween the western side of the field end the reilread line értended

& conerete rosd which was in good condition snd led from Székesfehérvdr to the
airfield, The field wos en irproved militery instellction which had teen used
for military purroses slreedy prior to 1945. During the swmer of 1952, con-
struction work wes under wey on some buildings &t the fidld.. The larding fleld
was entirely covered with prass. The soil was sandy ond dry snd tecsne )
smooth only after long rein. No herd-surface runway, tayiwey,or sirersft disperssl
arees were avelletle, Juring the sumer of 1952, only one henger in the center
of the southwesiern sectlon of the field wes in cperstion. South of this hen-

gar encther hanger wus under consiruction. Nesrty, there ves ¢ destroyed hefie
2 18 Fa

gar. incther henger for non-nilitary purpese ves lecsted in the center of the
northern section of the field. The guertering tuilidings for the zir forece

units stetioned at the field vere located west of ihe hangers, &n overground
fuel dump, 100 neters squere, surrounded ty kerbed wire end permenently guarded,
ves observed in the northwestern corner of the fieid. The drfield wes not fenced
in or tlocked, tut gurrded by sentries during the daytive ad ot night. No pre-
reratory nessures for ective or pessive entiaircraft dfense vers c’bserve‘&,b

| - 25X1 - 25X1
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Petween 1 August and 30 September 1952, cireraft observed at the field '
included 20 single-engine fighters, low-ving monoplanes with in-line
piston engine, three-tleded propeller, tapering vings, rounded wing tips,
slight dihedrsl end retrectetle lending gesr, teil vheel, stresnmliie-
shaped ¢etin beginniug in front of leeding edpes of wings and terminating
aft of treiling edges of wings, &nd ¥ twin-engine Teve«type cirersft for
perachuting. All of the sircraft were pointed khaki and were reérked by

# lerge red stor surrounded by @ redediite-grecn cirele. i third Teve-
type elreraft end 7 single-engine sports plenes with ine-line engines

were rerpectedly observed in the northern section of the field. The
sports aireraft did not telong to the zir force unit stetioned at the
field. The fighter circrafi were sasigned to s Hunpgerisn fighter
unit which hed en estimated strength of Z0 to 30 officers and 100 Hi.”

In addition to the fighter unit, e parachute unit with zn estimsted strength
of two compunies wes locsted at the field in iugust end September 1952.

& soldier of the parachute unit stated that he hzd been induched for sctive
service in the fell of 1951. He further s¢id thet he cene from the Tolne
county  ~nd, like 211 of his comrades, telonged to the 1930 eclass,

The third ucit a% the airfield wes 2 school for HCO cendidates, possitly e
reserve NCO school was concerned. Most of NCO cendidetes seemed tc belong
1o older classes, The 15U to 200 members of the school wore blue epaulets
surrounded bty & silver breid, ebout 1 em.wide. The school hed already

been in existence prior to 1 August 1952 end stiil continued after the end
of September 1952. Co .

[:::::lggggggﬁ& The report, thovgh deting teck rether fer, is forwerded
tecnuse it conteins the first deieiled information on the reserve para-
chute battalion ot Sérpentelea The wconfirred informetion is believed
eredible. The | ] officers’ neres are &lso re-
ceived for the first time. : :

[::;;:lgggmegtq_ The inforration on the location of ¢rd instwllations et
Sz ieafendrvér-Sosto airfield egree with previous reports covering the
gene period end with a formerly received skeich which wes not forwerded.
Vith regard to the occupation by a Hungerien fighter unit, however, there
2re divergencies to former reports. r_g

| |no sireraft were ctserved at the {ield on 13 september
1952, while other reports covering July and October 1952 menzioned 4 to &
Yok-9s vesldes other eircraft types &t the field., It is possible that &
rortion of the fisld could not te cobserwed from the railroad line beceuse
of ihe bulldings loceled in the southwestern section end that elrereft
were perked in the southwestern hengers. Teve is the Hungerian designa.
tion for the Li-2, :

[__lcomment. According to reference report, Hungerisn m idiers with
green service color were cbserved on 13 September 1952, The present report
confirme this stetement erd supports the sssumption that & Hungerisn pera-
chute unit is stetioned at the field,

Comment, JAccording to forrer reports covering the years of 1951 end
1957, Szdkeafehdrvér-Sosto airfield wes oceupied by en e r unit, & perechute
unit, end en 4 r-fores ground personnel schocl. The expct designstion of
the latter gschool could not be determined., It eppeers possible that the
Hungerien soldiers who hed been observed driliing in the field belonged o
the presumed reserve NCO school, mentioned in ithe present reposi.

s 25X1
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